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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address • 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 



3 



MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 



WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) ^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on Afft j 2<7 2oO& 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ]^ Claim(s) is/are pending in ih^jipplication. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 2r^^ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) KT Claim(s) Q^iitere rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)E£fThe drawing(s) filed on mm is/are: a)p9(accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

I I) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)^Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)|^ M b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1?lLl Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Applicant's election of the fifth species described in the specification beginning at 
page 41, line 8 and shown in Figures 12-14, without traverse, is acknowledged. 
Applicant, as readable on the elected species, has identified claims 1, 6, 7 and 10-12. 
Of the enumerated claims the examiner does not believe claim 7, as written, is 
descriptive of the elected species. 

Applicant has disclosed one piece of prior art so material as to the proper 
examination of this application as to require translation. A translation of JP 5-58143 
should be readily available to applicants given the volume of Japanese to English 
translations that Denso procures. 

Claim interpretation 

In regard to claim 10, orientation of the device in the vehicle is not given 
patentable weight unless the claims are clearly drawn to a combined vehicle and air 
conditioner. See MPEP 21 14. Currently the claims are drawn to an air conditioner per 
se. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 7 does not appear to be descriptive of the elected species of Figures 12- 
14. There is no foot opening in the right and left side walls to opposite the side plates of 
the first rotary door. This only appears to be disclosed in non-elected Figure 3 at 22, 
not in any of Figures 12-14. To the extent that claim 7 is intended to claim some feature 
of Figures 12-14, it is deemed to be mis-descriptive. The phrase "to opposite" appears 
to be improper diction. What does it mean? 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 6, 7 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over the combined teachings of Kageme (JP 5-58143) and Shibata (USP 

6,261,172). 

Kageme, cited by applicant shows all of the claimed features (including the 
defrost outlet 6, vent outlet 5, foot outlet 4 and two rotary doors 12 and 13), with the 
possible exception of end plates at opposite ends of rotary doors 12 and 13 (although 



Application/Control Number: 10/700,721 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3753 

these may be shown in Figure 2). Shibata, assigned to Denso, teaches two end plates 
23 at opposite ends of a rotary door 1 3. To have constructed each of the rotary doors 
12 and 13 of Kageme with two end plates as taught by Shibata at 23, at opposite ends 
of a rotary door 13, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to advantageously 
obtain a simple strong structure for supporting the arcuate portion of the door in its 
proper position. 

In addition, in regards to claims 7 and 10-12, Shibata, teaches ports 26 and 27 
and 28a that deliver conditioned air to the side face air passages at all times as 
disclosed in column 5, lines 8-16. To have added such side face air vents to Kageme, 
with ports 26, 27 and 28a connected in operative relationship to Kageme's rotary 
damper 13, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to improve 
occupant comfort and advantageously improve defrosting performance (a motivation for 
making the combination explicitly disclosed in Shibata, col. 1, lines 32-35). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to John K. Ford at 
telephone number 571-272-491 1 . J_ \ 



